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Northern Kentucky University ʹ Interdisciplinary Studies, BA 

 

Category 3: NKU Major Requirements for the BA in Interdisciplinary Studies 

 

NKU 
Course 

Course Credits 
CState 
Course 

Taken at 
CState 

IST 185 Introduction to Interdisciplinary Studies 3 Taken at NKU x 

IST 397 Interdisciplinary Inquiry 3   

 Integrated Studies Track    

 
Choose first area of specialty from Arts and 
Sciences (plus pre-requisites as needed) 

12+   

 
Choose second area of specialty (plus pre-
requisites, as needed) 

12+   

 
Choose third area of specialty (plus pre-requisites, 
as needed) 

12+   

IST 497 Capstone in Interdisciplinary Studies 3   

 General Studies Track    

 
Choose one area of specialty (plus pre-requisites, as 
needed) 

12+   

TBS XXX 
Choose one capstone course in any discipline (can 
be IST 497) 

3   

 
Total Major Credit Hours Still Needed 

(some credits can be completed at CState) 
18-42   

 

 

Category 4: Additional Requirements at NKU 

 

NKU 
Course 

Course Credits 
CState 
Course 

Taken at 
CState 

 
Subtotal Prerequisite & Elective Credit Hours 

(may need some credit hours at the 300/400 level) 
14-40   

 Total Baccalaureate Degree Credit Hours 120   

 
Integrated Studies Track 
 
Students seeking the Bachelor of Arts degree in Interdisciplinary Studies (BAIS) – Integrated Studies 
Track must complete minors or areas of specialty in three disciplinary or interdisciplinary programs. The 
requirements for a minor in any program are listed in the relevant department’s pages in the catalog. An 
area of specialty is defined as 12 credit hours at the 300 level or above in any disciplinary or 
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with advisors to design their own course of study from across the curriculum and integrate what they 
learn in a capstone project to find coherence, meaning and value in a personal area of interest. Below 
are just a few examples of pathways that appeal to many students. 
 

● I would be interested in a career as a paralegal, legal assistant or legal administrator. A 

sample plan of study includes an area of specialty in Professional Writing, and areas of specialty 

in Communication Studies and Philosophy. Other programs of study include History, Political 

Science, International Studies, English, Anthropology, Law, and Human Resource Management. 

● I want a career in arts management. A sample plan of study includes an area of specialty in one 

or more of the arts, Public Relations, and Art History. Other programs to consider include 

English, Professional Writing, History, and Education. 

● I am interested in environmental issues. A sample plan of study includes an area of specialty in 

Environmental Studies, an area of specialty in Geography, and an area of specialty in Sociology. 

Other programs to consider include Biology, Chemistry, English, Geology, Environmental 

Education and Social Justice. 

● I want to work with family services.  A sample plan of study includes areas of specialty in 

Human Services and Addiction, Psychology, and Sociology. Other programs to consider include 

Social Work, Education, Women’s and Gender Studies, Health Education, Health Science, Black 

Studies, and Social Justice. 

● I want to be involved in hospitality, event planning and promotion. A sample plan of study 

includes areas of specialty in Psychology, Public Relations, and Communication Studies. Other 

programs to consider include Theater, Human Resource Management, Sociology, Organizational 

Leadership, Professional Writing, and Media Informatics. 

● I want to write and produce media about popular culture. A sample plan of study includes 

areas of specialty in Cinema Studies, Journalism, and Popular Culture Studies. Other programs to 

consider include Electronic Media Broadcasting, Anthropology, Music, Art History, and English. 

 

 
Arts Management. What kinds of careers are available? Operas, symphonies, dance companies, record 
labels, museums, public radio or television, event promoters, marketing and media relations.  
Prerequisites: TAR 160, JOU 110 (CState COMM 120 or GC 1405) or EMB 100 (CState COMM 1040, 
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Category 
NKU 

Course 
Course Credits 

CState 
Course 

Taken at 
CState 

Theatre TAR 376 
Stage Management 
(pre-req: TAR 160) 

3   

Public 
Relations 

PRE 300 Event Planning and Messaging 3   

Public 
Relations 

PRE 350 Music & Entertainment Publicity  3   

Public 
Relations 

PRE 376 
Public Relations Writing 
(pre-req or co-req: PRE 275 and JOU 220) 

3   

Public 
Relations 

PRE 377 
Public Relations Cases and Campaigns 
(pre-req: PRE 275) 

3   

Art History ARTH 304 
Survey of Asian Art 
(pre-req: 3 semester hours of ARTH) 

3   

Art History ARTH 349 Women and Art 3   

Art History ARTH 351 
Medieval Art  
(pre-req: ARTH 100 or ARTH101 or ARTH 
304) 

3   

Art History ARTH 355 
Art of the Twentieth Century 
(pre-req: ARTH 100 or ARTH 101 or ARTH 
304) 

3   

  Total Hours 36   

 
 

Environmental Issues. What kinds of careers are available? Government, urban planning, industry, 
environmental technician, health and safety, park services, environmental education, conservation. The 



7 
 

Category 
NKU 

Course 
Course Credits 

CState 
Course 

Taken 
at 

CState 

Environmental 
Studies 

ENV 350 
Environmental Toxicology 
(pre-req: BIO 151 and CHE 121) 

3   

Environmental 
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Category 
NKU 

Course 
Course Credits 

CState 
Course 

Taken at 
CState 

Sociology SOC 315 
Marriage and the Family 
(pre-req: SOC 100 or SOC 101) 

3 
SOC 115 or 
SOC 1526 

 

Sociology SOC 334 
Contemporary Sociological Theory 
(pre-req: SOC 100 or SOC 101)
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